
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Spring Term 1 – Y1P and Y1CA 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the first half of 
the spring term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss these 
areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 
• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 

skills 
 
• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 

 
• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 

museum 
 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

We will start the year by exploring Epiphany, through the visit of the 
Three Kings, and we will also find out about Simeon and Anna and the 
festival of Candlemas. We will then think about how Christians show 
they love God and the importance of forgiving each other, making links 
to our previous work on God as a loving and forgiving father. Finally, 
we shall learn about some of the miracles that Jesus performed in the 
New Testament, such as Jesus turning water into wine and feeding the 
five thousand. 

Science As part of our on-going seasonal work, we will learn more about 
weather patterns in winter, and we will keep a daily weather chart for 
2 weeks, using the appropriate equipment and symbols to record 
rainfall and temperature. When learning about Sir Francis Beaufort’s 
wind scale, we will explore the force and speed of the wind and enjoy 
making our own kites and windmills. We will also find out facts about 
the sun, and how it appears at different times of the day, and use 
torches and familiar objects to create shadows. Using compass points, 
we will determine where the sun rises and sets. 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

This half term we will be exploring our physical health and mental 
wellbeing. We will find out what it means to be healthy and why it is 
important. We will learn ways that we can take care of ourselves using 
basic hygiene routines, such as handwashing, and learn about different 
types of food. We will be exploring the importance of physical activity 
and learn about different types of play, including balancing indoor and 
outdoor activities. As part of this learning, we will learn about the 
people who can help to keep us healthy, such as doctors, nurses and 
dentists.  

  



 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 
Moon Zoom! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our topic for the spring term will be an exciting exploration of space 
travel and alien encounters.  
 

Computing We will learn about early programming concepts through 
the introduction of algorithms. We will begin by exploring individual 
commands practically with our friends and then as part of a computer 
program. We will identify what each command does on a floor robot 
and use this knowledge to start predicting the outcome of programs. 
As part of our topic work, we will record a short report of our findings 
at the crash site and use drawing packages to design our own aliens. 
We will also use the internet safely to locate images and facts about 
the planets and present our findings. We are looking forward to a 
virtual reality experience in Space too! 
 

Geography We will be looking at images of Earth from outer space on 
the NASA website and Google Earth. We will identify basic geographical 
features on Earth, such as oceans, land, islands, forests, cities and 
rivers, and use aerial photos to spot physical features on other planets. 
 

Art and Design We will be linking art to our moon zoom topic by 
creating a planets display. Our focus will be on exploring different 
textures and learning how to create these by mixing different 
materials, such as sand, glue and sawdust, into paint.   
 

DT We will begin by exploring a variety of fruits and vegetables, what 
they look like, taste like and feel like, as well as how to prepare fruits 
and vegetables through cutting, grating, peeling and more. We will 
learn where fruit and vegetables come from, including where they are 
grown. Finally, we will design, make and then evaluate our own fruit 
salad.  
 

Music We will continue with our weekly lessons using the Charanga 
program. We will listen to and appraise a song called ‘Into the Groove’ 
which has been arranged in six different styles: Blues, Baroque, Latin, 
Bhangra, Folk and Funk. Through music activities and games, we will 
continue to develop our knowledge of pulse, rhythm and pitch and 
how they work together. We will learn the names of some of the 
instruments and learn how to play C, D, E on the glockenspiels. We will 
then use these to play along with a song.  
 

Physical Education This half term our focus is on gymnastics and 
dance and we will be developing our agility, balance and coordination. 
In gymnastics we will learning how to balance and travel using 
different shapes, including curled, narrow shape and wide shapes. We 
will be creating simple sequences of moves on the floor and apparatus 
individually and working with a partner. During dance sessions we will 
be performing dances using simple movement patterns, linked to our 
topic of moon zoom and our science work on the seasons and the 
weather. We will also continue to develop stamina when running for 
15 minutes twice a week. 
 

Science (topic) We will learn to use some new vocabulary to describe 
the properties of the scattered samples of the crash site. We will gather 
and record data about the planets in the solar system, using a range of 
non-fiction books, posters and the internet. We will learn their names 
and think about their order from the sun, their composition, properties 
and other interesting features. 

 


